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COs and the Law 


The US Supreme Court by a vote of eight 
to one refused to reverse the conviction of 
Nick Falbo, Jehovah’s Witness who claimed 
he did not have to report to CPS because, 
as a minister, the Selective Service Act 
guaranteed him exemption. 

Falbo was the second CO to reach the 
Supreme Court. Both were turned down. 
Like his predecessor, Whitney Bowles, he 
was seeking the right of a court review of 
his classification, which he said was arbi- 
trary and the result of prejudice against his 
religion. 

- In writing the majority opinion, Justice 
Black declared that there was no evidence 
that Congress intended to provide judicial 
review of Selective Service classifications. 

“Careful provision was made for fair ad- 
ministration of the Act’s policies within the 
framework of the selective service process. 
But Congress apparently regarded ‘a prompt 
and unhesitating obedience to orders’ issued 
in that process ‘indispensable to the com- 
plete attainment of the object’ of national 
defense,” he stated. 

The fact that Falbo’s legal action had 
delayed final settlement of his case for two 
years he thought was ample evidence that 
the country could not afford to permit the 
court review that was asked for. 


Murphy Dissented 


Justice Murphy dissented, calling the 
case “another aspect of the perplexing prob- 
(Continued on page 2) 


Property Loss 


CPS camps have lost or misplaced a total 
of $3,728.87 worth of government property, 
it was revealed in a recent inventory. 

Unless later accounted for, this loss must 
be paid by the administrative agencies who 
have posted a bond of $500,000 to protect 
the government on its camp equipment. 

Largest discrepancy was shown in Breth- 
ren camps which had $1,251.14 worth of 
equipment unaccounted for. Friends were 
next with $931.59 and the Mennonites last 
with $546.14. 

The disappearance of blankets constituted 
the largest single item on the loss list, with 
$1,128.82 worth missing. Many of the 
blankets loaned to CPS by the government 
have a retail price of $7 but are charged 
for at a rate considerably under that. 

The camp at Cascade Locks, Ore., alone 
showed an inventory loss of $1,075.05 al- 
though it was explained by John Reimer, 
NSBRO property clerk, that no one had 
been checking property there until this 
September, and the inventory was probably 
incorrect to a considerable extent. 

Other inventories were also probably in- 
correct, he said, with some camps reporting 
over the exact figure and others under. 
For example at Elkton, Ore., he revealed, 
the camp had signed for property which 
was never there and now reported a loss 
of $328.25. 

Seven camps failed to make a report, 
while four—Coshocton, Ohio; Bowie, Md.; 
North Fork, Cal.; and Hill City, 8. D— 
reported no losses. 


Government Notes 


Beginning February 1, Selective Service 
will give pre-induction physical exams to 
all registrants. 

Local board “screening” exams will be 
dispensed with and all registrants will be 
given a minimum of 21 days after they re- 
port for their final physicals before they 
are asked to report for induction. 

To conscientious objectors, this means 
the virtual elimination of the “we didn’t 
know we were in the army” problem, ac- 
cording to the NSBRO Advisory Section. 
Previously, a number of men had found 
themselves in trouble, not knowing that 
anyone reporting for a final physical at an 
army induction station was considered 
automatically inducted, unless he had a 
IV-E classification. 

In addition, it means that men who have 
failed to get a IV-E classification may 
safely report for the final physical without 
endangering their stand. The new pro- 
cedure will thus filter out the IV-Fs from 
the men who are imprisoned for refusing 
military service. 

The change in regulations was the direct 
result of the “father draft amendment,” in 
which Congress specifically asked for the 
elimination of doubt among draft eligibles 
as to whether or not they would be ac- 
cepted. 

For I-A registrants, the order does away 
with the post-induction furloughs, now 
three weeks in the army and one week in 
the navy, although it was stated that men 
who asked for it could still be inducted im- 
mediately after their examinations. 

Local board physicals may still be de- 
manded also by men who believe they have 
some obviously disqualifying defect. 


Other Changes 


At the same time, Selective Service 
moved to reduce drastically the number of 
occupational deferments granted men, both 
fathers and non-fathers, in the 18 to 22 age 
bracket, indicating that this top figure may 
later be raised to 25. 

Only those with farm deferments or those 
whose occupations have been certified as 
necessary by State Directors or National 
Headquarters are untouched. At least 
115,000 men were expected to be made 
available for the armed forces as a result. 

No major change was apparent in the oc- 
cupational deferment of students in scien- 
tific courses or premedical, predental, pre- 
veterinary, preosteopathic or pretheologi- 
cal students. 

According to newspaper accounts, Gen- 
eral Hershey admitted that local draft 
boards failed to meet their quotas by 300,- 
000 men during the past three months. The 
present restrictions are a partial remedy, 


he said. 
Gallup Poll 


The Gallup Poll of Jan. 4 announced that 
public confidence in Selective Service was 
decreasing somewhat, although the great 
majority of Americans still feel it is func- 
tioning as fairly as possible. 

To the question “Do you think the draft 
is being handled fairly in your commun- 
ity?” 93 per cent said yes in May, 1941; 

(Continued on page 2) 


CPS Farmers 


CPS farmers and dairy testers have been 
“turned down but not shut off” on their 
requests for a higher maintenance allow- 
ance than their present 50 cents a day 
agreement. 

At a recent agricultural unit conference 
in Washington, Selective Service asked for 
further proof of the claims of a number 
of men that the rising costs of living had 
made their present allowance inadequate. 
Meanwhile, the current rate would remain. 

Out of their $15 a month, farm assignees 
are expected to supply their own work 
clothing and incidentals, and many had re- 
ported that this was not sufficient to buy 
the warm clothing needed for winter. 

In support of this claim, Capt. James L. 
Montague, Selective Service farm visitor, 
reported that a number of the men’s em- 
ployers had doubted whether the allowance 
was as high as it should be. Conditions 
varied considerably in different counties, 
he stated, however. 

Area supervisors of the administrative 
agencies planned to get actual cost figures 
from assignees and submit any new evidence 
for further consideration. 

The conference was attended by repre- 
sentatives of the Department of Agriculture 
and Selective Service, the area supervisors 
and members of the NSBRO and admin- 
istrative agencies. 

Another major problem discussed by the 
roup was the question of furlough. Some 

armers, it was revealed, were unwilling to 
allow assignees any time off. Others were 
“much too liberal,” granting furlough up 
to two months or more to avoid paying 
for extra work during the slack season. 

On this point, the conference agreed that 
15 days would be set as a maximum, al- 
though a farmer also could grant leave 
time if he was willing to pay for it. County 
War Boards will be asked to oversee the 
furlough practices in the different counties, 
aided by the area supervisors. 


Area Supervisors Praised 


The work of the latter, meanwhile, was 
highly praised by J. N. Weaver of the 


“We have been continually amazed at 
the amount of tedious and difficult prob- 
lems these men are handling. They are both 
arbiters and consultants.” 

Other _problems were highlighted in a 
report by Capt. Montague, who recently 
returned from a three-month tour of CPS 
farm counties and agricultural units. These 
included : 

Extra wages and gifts for assignees, some- 
times demanded by the CPS men them- 
selvers, sometimes offered as an inducement 
to get an assignee to change to another 
farm. In this case, the religious agencies 

(Continued on page 2) 


Bloody but Unbowed 


A letter arrived in the War Registers 
League offices not long ago from the bomb- 
torn Island of Malta. 

The author wanted some pacifist litera- 
ture, he said, including a subscription to 
Tne Rerporrer. 
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Paut J. Furnas 
American Friends Service Committee 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Administrative Agencies 


American Friends Service Committee 
Paul J. Furnas, Executive Camp Director 
Mennonite Central Committee 


Albert Gaeddert, Executive Camp Di- 
rector 
Brethren Service Committee 
W. Harold Row, Executive Camp Di- 
rector 
Association of Catholic Conscientious Ob- 
jectors 
Arthur T. Sheehan, Executive Camp Di- 
rector 


Commission on World Peace of the Meth- 
odist Church 
Charles F. Boss, Jr., 
Director 


Executive Camp 


NSBRO Staff 


Executive Secretary : 
Paul Comly French 
Administrative Assistant: 
Barrett Hollister 

Camp Operations Section: 
J. N. Weaver 

Special Projects Section: 
Claude Shotts 

Advisory Section: 
Huldah W. Randell 
Winslow H. Osborne 


as af to the Churches: 
. E. LeRoy Dakin 


CPS Farmers—(from page 1) 


felt that a raise in the allowance rate 
would eliminate much of this problem but 
agreed that individual bargaining with an 
employer should be forbidden. 

Complaints by employers that assignees 
ran around too much, and complaints by 
assignees that they were being asked to 
work on Sunday, weren’t allowed enough 
time off for incidental shopping, shoe re- 
pairs, etc. Such problems the group de- 
cided should be left in the hands of the 
area supervisors and local agriculture au- 
thorities. 

Off-time employment for pocket money 
by dairy testers and agricultural station 
assignees. Here the agencies recommended 
that such employment be approved in ad- 
vance by the employer or director, and 
care exercised to avoid complaints. 

As a whole, Capt. Montague stated that 
the general opinion of farmers and officials 
= ard the CPS farm workers was favor- 
a 2. 

“The criticisms were invariably of in- 
dividual cases and not of the project as 
a whole,” he said. “However, it was no- 
ticeable that the public was inclined to 


judge the whole religious objector group 
by what was seen of two or three indi- 
viduals.” 


COs and the Law—(from page 1) 
lem of reconciling basic principles of jus- 
tice with military needs in wartime.” 

He declared that there was nothing in 
law to prohibit Falbo’s request for a court 
review, and stated that such a review would 
not hold up the raising of an army. He 
agreed that if Falbo’s claims were true, if 
Selective Service had been arbitrary or 
prejudicial in denying him exemption, the 
order to report to CPS “must therefore be 
considered invalid.” 

“Experience demonstrates that in time of 
war individual liberties cannot always be 
entrusted safely to uncontrolled adminis- 
trative discretion. . . . Because I am con- 
vinced that neither the Selective Service 
Act nor the war effort compels the result 
reached by the majority of this Court, I am 
forced to dissent.” 

In conclusion, he wrote: 

“That law knows no finer hour than when 
it cuts through formal concepts and transi- 
tory emotions to protect unpopular citizens 
against discrimination and persecution. I 
can perceive no other course for the law to 
take in this case.” 


Double Jeopardy 
Jehovah’s Witness of Burling- 
twice refused induction into 


Rex Blott, 
ton, Ia., has 
the army. 

After serving a year and a day for refus- 
ing military service, he was again classified 
1-A by his draft board, again refused in- 
duction and was again indicted. 

Before his trial, however, he filed a spe- 
cial plea claiming “double jeopardy,” the 
constitutional right of any citizen not to be 
convicted twice for the same offense. 

Federal Judge Charles A. Dewey, who sen- 
tenced Blott the first time, at first ruled 
that the case did involve double jeopardy, 
then later reversed himself. Blott now faces 
a second term. 


Government Notes— (from page 1) 

88 per cent in May, 1942; 82 per cent in 
November, 1942; and 75 per cent today. 
Men had a higher percentage of “yes” 
answers than women. 


In Prison 


Four COs were ordered paroled during 
the past two weeks under the terms of 
Executive Order 8641 (Special Parole). 
They were: 

Harold Keane, Lewisburg to Mancos. 

Don Barnett, Ashland to Plan 4 (Spe- 
cial Service). 

Donata Sciretti, Danbury to LIAO. 

William Hornsby, Ashland to IAO. 


* * * * 


Between December 20 and January 10, 
59 men, designated as COs by the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons, were sent to prison 
for violations of the Selective Service Act. 
Of the total 47 were Jehovah’s Witnesses. 


Puerto Rico 


With tables and shelves still lacking, the 
wiring not yet completed and the plumbing 
defective, the Mennonite unit at La Plata, 
Puerto Rico, opened the doors of its clinic 
Dec. 1. 

During the next three 
a total of 128 new cases, not including 
those returned for additional treatments, 
according to the unit’s newsletter. 

In addition to the need for more facilities 
which the group was supplying as fast as 
possible, some difficulty was reported get- 
ting medical case histories in Spanish until 
a local high school student was hired to 
interpret. 

The unit also reported some 
beginning a hospital association in the 
community in an attempt to promote in- 
terest and participation in the clinic’s ac- 
tivities. 

At the first mass meeting, $150 was raised 
as the beginnings of a permanent aid or- 
ganization, not to mention the gift of a 
towel, with the inscription “For the clinic” 
by a widow with five children. 


weeks, it listed 


success in 


Statistics 


NSBRO figures showed 6,725 men in CPS 
on Jan. 1, 1944. Of these, 2,722, or 404 
per cent were in special service projects. 

Up to Jan. 1, 1944, Selective Service 
announced that 1,730 CPS men had been 
marked discharged. The breakdown: 


Physical disability 763 


Military Service, I-A-O 346 
Military Service, I-A 138 
Military Service, I-C 40 524 
Occupational 115 
Walked out, refused to work, ete. 113 
Over 38, CPS Reserve 51 
Over 38, IV-H or IV-E-H 47 98 
Dependency 50 
Parolees and probationers 39 
Deceased 13 
Ministerial 10 
Miscellaneous 5 


Discharges 


The following men have been discharged 
or authorized for discharge: 


For Military Service 

Cascade Locks: Edward G. Gaubatz, IAO. 

Coleville: Joel L. Boyce, IAO. 

Elkton: John C. Stevens, IAO; William G. 
Towart, Jr., IAO. 

Fort Collins: Henry L. Richerdson, IAO. 

Gatlinburg: Herbert Goldhor, IA; Philip McRae, 
IAO. 

Kane: Lewis C. Kyger, IA. 

Lagro: Foster I. Metzger, IAO. 

Lyndhurst: Junius H. Morris, 
Synolt, IA. 


IAO; Russeil A. 
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Macedonia, O., Hospital: Marion F. Kyle, =. 
Madison County, N. Y. (CPS farmer): Robe: 
W. Kniss, LAO. 
um Fork: Frank R. Guenther, IA; Woodrow 
Ross, [AO. 
Sykeovilie Md., Hospital: George G. Hackmann, 


Jr., IAO; Ralston W. Bowser, IAO; James 
Shroll, 1A. 
Chicago, Ill., Medical Experiment: William J. 
Bachman, oO. 
For Physical Disability 
Big Fats: Robert V. Plate. 
Coleville: Howard H. Brechlin. 


Fort Collins: Arthur V. Johnson. 
Gatlinburg: Magnus T. Toness. 
Glendora: Herbert E. Warner. 
Hagerstown: Perry J. Chupp. 


Kane: Harold E. Beard. 
Lapine: Harry A. Nice. 
Mancos: Harold W. Palmer. 


Middletown, Conn., 
Conrad Wilson. 
Philadelphia Hospital : 


Hospital: Victor Lipshitz, 


Ralph A. Bly. 


Vineland, J., Training School: Stanley M. 
Taylor. 
Wells Tannery: Herman L. Burkholder, William 


Litwiller. 
Wellston: 


For Occ 


Glendora: Robert Haberman, Jr. 
Terry: Johnnie I. Becker. 
Wells Tannery: Enos E. Miller. 

Walked Out 
Cascade Locks: Alan McRae. 
Magnolia: Luther F. Melton, James E 
Mancos: Robert P. Gowell. 


Army COs 


Several proposals for the uniform treat- 
ment and ultimate discharge of dissatis- 
fied COs in the army were being considered 
last week by the War Department. 

Paul Comly French of the NSBRO sub- 
mitted an outlined solution early this month 
to Assistant Secretary of War John McCloy. 
The Assistant Secretary made no promises 
but said he would consider it. 

Similar proposals were made to the Navy 
Department. 

Frank Olmstead of the National Com- 
mittee on COs had previously suggested 
several possible solutions to the War De- 
partment after his visit to the Disciplinary 
Barracks at Ft. Leavenworth, Kans. He 
had suggested clarification of the procedure 
for COs, the possibilities of a farm furlough 
plan and civilian tribunals rather than 
Army courts-martial to handle CO cases, 
both of which were put into effect during 
the last war. 

Through future conferences with War 
Department officers, it was hoped that some 
standard procedure could be set up where- 
by soldiers who have conscientious objec- 
tions to military orders can, if deemed sin- 
cere, be released to CPS. To accomplish 
this, Pau! French proposed: 


Glen A. Fox 


George A. Nelson 





Melton. 


Suggestions 


That some specific officer in the Assist- 
ant. Secretary’s office be named to handle 
CO eases, and all investigative officers in 
army camps be instructed to notify him 
of eases where men list conscientious ob- 
jections as reason for refusal to obey mili- 
tary commands. This should be done be- 
fore court-martial. 

That some procedure be established to 
determine the sincerity of the men in- 
volved, perhaps through a civilian com- 
mission similar to that created in the last 
war. 

That men deemed sincere be discharged 
as soon as possible directly to a CPS camp. 
A modification of this plan was suggested 
for those who have already been court- 
martialed. : 

Paul French also asked that the NSBRO 
be permitted to interview the men involved 
and submit factual evidence to the offi- 
cials passing on the men’s sincerity. 


Selective Service regulations provide for 
the transfer to CPS of men discharged 
from the military services because of con- 
scientious objections and therefore “un- 
adapable to military service,’ but only a 
few men to date have managed to make 
the change and some of these have spent 
up to two years in the attempt. 

Meanwhile, Col. E. G. Witsell of the 
Adjutant General’s staff has agreed to send 
letters of introduction for Winslow Os- 
borne to visit the disciplinary barracks at 
Greenhaven, N. Y. 

Osborne hopes to make the visit as soon 
as possible and may later follow up on 
Olmstead’s trip to the Ft. Leavenworth 
barracks. 


Attorney General 


Some change in Department of Justice 
procedures regarding COs may be forth- 
er shortly, the NSBRO hoped last 
week. 

U. 8. Attorney General Biddle recently 
asked Assistant Attorney General Francis 
M. Shea to study the Department's han- 
dling of CO cases with a view to improv- 
ing the situation. It was understood that 
Shea’s recommendations are now in the 
Attorney General’s hands. 

Paul Comly French of the NSBRO con- 
ferred at length with Shea early this month, 
leaving a memorandum of suggested al- 
terations. In addition, the American Civil 
Liberties Union urged in a letter to Shea 
substantially the same changes, stating that 
their views “are in pretty close agreement 
with those of the NSBRO and represent 
the judgment and desires of practically all 
the agencies familiar with the problems 
which have arisen.” 

Although the NSBRO cautioned against 
undue optimism, it was hoped that some 
or all of the following changes might be 
made. 

Recommendation by the Department of 
Justice to all its Hearing Officers and to 
Selective Service that the definition of 
“religious training and belief” as included 
in the Kauten case be adopted as a gen- 
eral standard. The Kauten decision applied 
the term “religious” to men who opposed 
all war rather than any particular war. It 
is the only definition of the term given by 
an appellate court. 


FBI File 

Opportunity for those who are appealing 
for a IV-E or I-A-O classification to learn 
the evidence against them in the FBI re- 
port. It was understood that the FBI file 
would continue to remain confidential, but 
the registrant may possibly have a chance 
to see a digest of it before his hearing. 

Speedier handling of special parole re- 
quests through a rejuvenation of the Parole 
Committee which has lately met only in- 
frequently. The Department was asked also 
to permit prisoners to have physical exams 
at the time they applied for parole, rather 
than delaying the parole, for months in 
some cases, for exams after parole has been 
granted. 

Extension of Plan 4 (special service pa- 
role) to men unable to accept assignment 
to CPS. 

Retention of supervision by the Depart- 
ment of all parolees except those paroled 
to the armed forces or to CPS. 

Pre-presecution physical and psychiatric 
examinations to prevent the unnecessary 
oo egomssce of men who should be in 

Actual text of the Attorney General’s 
decisions should be known within the next 
week or so, it was indicated 


Special Projects 


After securing Selective Service approval 
for a CPS unit of ten men, the University 
of Tennessee Agricultural College has with- 
drawn its request because of the American 
Legion attitude. 

Dean C. E. Brehm wrote Selective Service 
that the State Farm Labor Committee, re- 
flecting the Legion attitude, felt that COs 
should not be employed “at a place like the 
State Institution, and that this, to be per- 
fectly candid about it, was too good treat- 
ment for them.” 

The unit was to have 
by the Methodists. 

. 


been administered 


* * 

Howard and Nellie Gustafson were en 
route to the Virgin Islands last week pre- 
paratory to setting up a BSC unit of six 
on the island of St. Thomas. Gustafson 
will be director of the unit while his wife 
will be social worker. The remaining four 
men of the unit will be transferred as soon 
as transportation is secured. 

* * * 

The training schools for mentally defec- 
tive children at Pennhurst, Pa., and Laurel, 
Md., both AFSC projects, have been ap- 
proved. Capacity of the latter unit, how- 
ever, was cut down from 15 to 12, owing to 
the lack of adequate living facilities. 

are 


Two additional dairy herd testers have 
been approved for the State of Illinois and 
three more for Iowa. 

ee 

The Middletown, Conn., mental hospital 
unit reports that 27 of its members an- 
swered the call from the Wesleyan Uni- 
versity Psychology Department for part- 
time “guinea pigs” in experiments with sea 
sickness. Very few of -the men got sick, 
the report added. 


H ospital Conferences 


Two regional hospital conferences were 
to be held last week to discuss administra- 
tive CPS problems with assistant directors, 
superintendents, representatives of Selec- 
tive Service and the administrative agencies 

The first, at Philadelphia, included units 
in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware and Maryland. The second, 
Winona Lake, Ind., was planned for units 
in Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Iowa and 
Wisconsin. 

The conferences are the third and fourth 
of a series which began at Springfield, Mass., 
and will wind up at Portland, Ore., Jan 
31 and Feb. 1 

Problems common to almost all units and 
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which were included on each conference 
agenda were the increased need for rec- 
reational facilities for the men, and the lack 
of adequate dental care. 


Government Camps 


Major Prescott L. Brown, Selective Serv- 
ice medical officer, is spending from ten 
days to two weeks at the Mancos, Colo., 
government camp in an attempt to 
straighten out the medical situation there. 

For the past few months up to 25 or 30 
campers have complained of chronic ail- 
ments which prevented them from working. 
Because of inadequate medical facilities, 
these cases were simply allowed to con- 
tinue, according to both the campers and 
Selective Service. 

The camp administration, however, be- 
lieved that some of the men were feigning 
illness to escape the work project, and at 
one point called in the FBI, although no 
action resulted. 

Major Brown will refer to Medical Ad- 
visory Boards those cases which he feels 
have just cause for discharge, Selective 
Service stated. Others who appear after 
reasonable study to be faking will be 
ordered to work and, if they refuse, will 
be referred to the Department of Justice 
for prosecution. 3 

The new government camp at Lapine, 
Ore., will have the full-time services of an 
assignee doctor, Dr. Franklin P. Wherry, 
who was transferred from the Elkton, Ore., 
camp. } 

To replace Dr. Wherry, another assignee 
physician, Dr. Donald S. Lehman, is being 
transferred from the Norwich, Conn., State 
Hospital to Elkton. 

It was hoped that with the full-time serv- 
ices at Lapine of Dr. Wherry, who carries 
the approval of Oregon State Selective 
Service, much of the medical difficulties of 
Mancos will be prevented. 


Heifers 


Camp Marienville, Pa., is donating its 
Sunday church offerings and the profits of 
its camp store to the Brethren Service 
Committee’s “Heifers for Europe” relief 
program. 

The camp recently contributed $179.38 in 
Sunday offerings ahd $110 in store profits 
to the program, it announced, as “the best 
project open to them as an expression of 
their Christian ideals.” 


Canadian COs 


Canadian COs in Alternate Service 
Work Camps have been granted a number 
of types of special projects, according to 
reports from Canada. 

Those men who have been in the camps 
the longest are now permitted to volunteer 
for social service work, hospitals, dairy 
farms, agriculture and other jobs. 

Those who volunteer are permitted to 
keep $25 a month out of their wages, in 
addition to maintenance, and the balance is 
turned over to the Red Cross. Further al- 
lowances are made for dependents. 

At the same time, the Canadian army 
agreed to accept COs as non-combatants 
in the medical or dental corps, much the 
same as the I-A-O classification in this 
country. No differentiation is made between 
the non-combatants and other soldiers as to 
pay, privileges or duties except that the 
COs are not required to bear arms. 


Correction 


The proper address for the Mt. Weather 
unit is CPS Unit No. 114, Bluemont, Va., 
not Mt. Weather, Va., as carried in the 
camp listing of last issue of THe Reporter. 


At Long Last 


The NSBRO’s pamphlet-book, “Congress 
Looks at the Conscientious Objector,” after 
an unexpected delay at the printers, is now 
off the presses. 

The 96-page book is a compilation of all 
the testimony in Congress on the subject of 
COs since the beginning of the Selective 
Service Act up to this past fall. 

Copies are available from the NSBRO for 
50 cents apiece. 


Back Copies 


Tue Reporter is running low and even 
out of some of its own back copies. 

If anyone has any such copies which can 
be spared, they would be very much ap- 
preciated. 


From the Papers 


From the column, “Purely Personal” by 
“Cooter’s Cousin” in the Crestview, Fla., 
Messenger: 

The conscientious objectors’ camp, better 
known over Okaloosa county as the “Hook- 
worm” and “Chic Sale” camp, has folded 
up its tents and silently departed from the 
domains of this part of the country. We 
understand the camp will be located in 
Wakulla county below Tallahassee. 

These termites of patriotism and sand- 
spurs of religious freedom found out in no 
uncertain terms and languages that they 
were not wanted in this county .. . dis- 
graceful . . . draft dodgers . . . damnable 
. .. pampered ... plague . . . saboteurs 
and morale smashers. .. . 

We have informed Editor Patton of the 
Wakulla News that these termites are on 
their way to his county. We also let 
County Judge Porter . . . know about them. 
We are sure (they) will take care of the 
situation. 

From the Providence, R. I., Bulletin: 

Mennonite conscientious objectors may 
be a headache to their draft boards, but 
they have certainly proved to be a boon 
for the State of Rhode Island. 

The 50 Mennonites who have been work- 
ing at the State Hospital for Mental Dis- 
eases since last February . . . “have prac- 
tically saved this institution,” Dr. John R. 
Ross, superintendent, declared today. 

“IT don’t know,” Dr. Ross said, “what 
we would have done without them. I only 
wish we could get a lot more of them.” 


From a‘United Press story from Cleve- 
land: 

Conscientious objectors gre a big success 
as attendants in mental hospitals, accord- 
ing to Dr. George S. Stephenson, executive 
secretary of the National Committee for 
Mental Hygiene. 

Dr. Stevenson declared here that COs are 
among the “most reliable workers” ever em- 
ployed in mental institutions. 


From an Associated Press story from 
Cedar Falls, Ia.: 

The American Legion Post today pro- 
tested, in a statement by its commander, 
a Cedar Falls art club exhibit and sale of 
paintings by conscientious objectors. 


In the statement, Commander Tom 





Brown asked that citizens of the com- 
munity not patronize the exhibit either by 
their attendance or by purchasing any of 
the paintings. 

“People in the community had _ better 
aid their own community chest fund rather 
than give aid to an exhibit whose whole 
tendency is to glorify the role of conscien- 
tious objectors,” the statement said in part. 

Ferner Nuhn, president of the art asso- 
ciation, replied that “the art association 
has only one main object, to present the 
best original art available. . . . We offer 
the present show, like others in the past 
and to come, for its artistic merits. It is 
a fine exhibit, in our opinion.” 


From Time Magazine, quoting an army 
officer overseas who was discussing peace 
and pacifists: 

What is (he named a distinguished Amer- 
ican religious leader) saying now? Believe 
it or not, when I was in my freshman year 
at college I signed his pacifist pledge. I 
was as honest as I was misguided. 

Those men, who persuaded thousands of 
earnest, immature young people to do what 
I did, were sincere, I grant you that. But 
there was no excuse for what they did. 
They were experienced, they were intel- 
ligent, they were trained. We trusted them. 
They sinned against our youth. Look at us 
now. Nearly all of us have renounced that 
pledge, but many of us have not recovered 
and never will from the moral debacle of 
the experience. What is he saying now? 

Sir, I'll respect him if he has done what 
I had to do and I'll respect him if he still 
believes it and had the guts to go to a camp 
for COs. But he is a quitter and worthy 
of no man’s respect if he is saying and do- 
ing nothing about this war. 


Drafts Elsewhere 


_ The NSBRO has recently been attempt- 
ing to get copies of the draft laws of all 
nations using conscription for military serv- 
ice. The result, it hopes, will be a valuable 
study of wartime regulations, particularly 
as affecting the conscientious objectors. 
Among the early replies was the state- 
ment from the Iceland Minister to the US.: 
“I have pleasure in informing you that 
there are no conscription laws in Iceland, 
as Iceland has no army and is by constitu- 
tion a permanently neutral country.” 
And from the Irish Legation: 
“Universal military conscription has never 
been enforced in Ireland. It is disliked by 
the people and, in any case, calls for volun- 
teers for the army have always been ade- 
quate to the demand.” 





